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Health  Department, 

8 Cleveland  Place  East, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Keynsham  and  Frome 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  with  the  exception  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  no  death  occurred  during  1952  from  any  of  the  notifiable 
diseases.  The  actual  numbers  of  cases  notified  were  in  most  instances 
less  than  last  year.  Diphtheria  was  again  absent  from  the  area  and 
poliomyelitis  cases  still  further  reduced. 

One  important  event  which  took  place  during  the  year  was  the 
opening  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital 
in  November.  To  have  this  service  so  conveniently  placed  has 
simplified  considerably  the  arrangements  for  the  submission  of 
samples  of  water,  milk,  etc.,  for  bacteriological  investigation  and  the 
Director,  Dr.  Mann,  has  already  given  proof  of  the  important  part 
he  will  play  in  the  preventive  services  for  the  area  by  his  willingness 
to  advise  and  collaborate  on  all  possible  occasions. 

The  spectacular  reduction  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  last  year 
to  13.66  was  not  maintained  and  instead  there  was  a rise  to  20.74 
This  is  really  a return  to  the  rate  maintained  during  the  previous 
two  or  three  years  and  still  bears  favourable  comparison  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  also  do  the  birth  and  the  death  rates. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  many  members 
of  the  Councils’  staffs  of  the  constituent  authorities  who  have  given 
me  their  valued  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

* R.  H.  G.  H.  Denham. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Twenty-three  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were  received  com- 
pared with  45  last  year.  The  disease  continued  its  very  mild  form 
and,  as  last  year,  only  3 cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  28  cases  of  measles  and  182  cases  of  whooping  cough 
with  no  deaths.  Last  year’s  figures  were  981  and  202  respectively. 

PNEUMONIA 

A marked  drop  took  place  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pneu- 
monia, 10  being  notified  as  against  43  last  year.  No  death  occurred 
among  the  cases  notified. 


DIPHTHERIA 

One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  but  laboratory  investiga- 
tion proved  that  it  was  not  a clinical  case.  The  child,  had  been 
completely  immunised  having  had  two  inoculations  of  A.P.T. 
in  infancy  and  reinforcing  doses  at  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Nine  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  as  against  5 last  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  notified  from  42  to  51.  This  is  the  first  time  an  increase 
has  been  recorded  since  the  peak  year  of  1948  when  64  cases  were 
notified.  There  were  less  non-pulmonary  cases,  5 being  notified 
compared  with  9 last  year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified  ; the  same  number 
as  last  year. 


FOOD  POISONING 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  infected  food  was  eaten  before  the  patient  left  the  Continent 
on  her  homeward  journey.  The  cause  of  the  food  poisoning  was  not 
ascertained  as  complete  recovery  took  place  before  investigation 
could  be  begun. 
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POLIOMYELITIS 

Five  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified,  2 paralytic  and  3 non- 
paralytic, compared  with  6 last  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 

Several  visits  were  again  made  in  connection  with  the  operation 
of  this  Section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Removal  was 
carried  out  in  respect  of  one  person  only,  an  old  man  living  on  his 
own  and  suffering  from  an  internal  complaint. 

STATISTICAL  TABLE 

The  figures  in  this  Table  represent  the  birth  rates,  death  rates 
and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for  the  six 
years  period,  1947 — 1952  with  the  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

Combined  districts 

1947  

19-1 

13  -2 

31  -9 

England  and  Wales 

1947  

20  -5 

12  -0 

41  -0 

Combined  districts 

1948  

16  -2 

9 -9 

23  -2 

England  and  Wales 

1948  

17  -9 

10  -8 

34  -0 

Combined  districts 

1949  

16  -41 

11  -48 

19-49 

England  and  Wales 

1949  

16-7 

11  -7 

32  -0 

Combined  districts 

1950  

17-94 

10  -61 

21  -99 

England  and  Wales 

1950  

15  -8 

11  -6 

29-8 

Combined  districts 

1951  

16-55 

11  -29 

13  -66 

England  and  Wales 

1951  

15  -5 

12  -5 

29  -6 

Combined  districts 

1952  

16-05 

9-52 

20-74 

England  and  Wales 

1952  

15  -3 

11  -3 

27  -6 

The  birth  rate  for  the  area  was  further  reduced  but  only  by 
0.5  to  a rate  of  16.05.  The  death  rate  which  was  slightly  raised  last 
year  was  reduced  this  year  by  1.77  to  the  figure  of  9.52.  Both  these 
figures  continue  to  bear  favourable  comparison  with  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  country.  Last  year’s  infantile  mortality  rate  of  13.66 
was  raised  by  7.08  to  20.74,  a rate  which  still  compares  very 
favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated,  mid- June,  1952  19,070 

Area  of  the  District 39,996  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books,  April  1st,  1952  5,469 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  3-48 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £410 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1952  £102,839 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Health  and 
Highway  C ommittee 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Health  Department  Clerk 

Council  Offices  : 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 

Health  Department : 

8 Cleveland  Place  East, 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 


R.  S.  Tibbotts,  Esq.,  J.P. 

J.  I.  Derriman,  Esq. 

C.  C.  Axford,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Miss  Tennant 

Bath 

Bath 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  269. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

131 

126 

257 

7 

3 

12 

138 

131 

269 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  3 — 3 

Illegitimate  ....  — — — 


3—3 


Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1952  13  -68 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  10-70 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  9 -94 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  19.40 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  16.93 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  72.50 
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DEATHS 

The  number  ol  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  218,  99  males  and  119  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

■ — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

4 

4 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

2 

5 

,,  ,,  breast  

— 

7 

7 

,,  ,,  uterus  

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

6 

10 

16 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

17 

17 

34 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

15 

13 

28 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Other  heart  disease  ....  

23 

27 

50 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

4 

7 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

3 

8 

11 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 



1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

4 

-f| 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

10 

20 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents  

2 

1 

3 

Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

99 

119 

218 
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Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

There  were  6 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 male  and 
4 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  4 1 — 4 weeks  ....  Nil 

1- — -6  months  ....  1 6 — 12  months  ....  1 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


1 

Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  ....  

5 



— 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  Fever) 

14 

3 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Paratyphoid  fever.... 

■ — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 



— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

99 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 





— 

Cholera  ....  ....  

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

129 

5 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-five  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  12 
male  and  13  female  and  three  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
all  female. 

Total  cases  Total 

notified  deaths 

Respiratory  ....  ....  ....  25  3 

Non-respiratory  ....  ....  3 — 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  following  areas  are  supplied  by  the  District  Council 

Bathampton 

Although  the  amount  of  water  is  barely  adequate,  it  was 
possible  by  means  of  careful  maintenance  and  a close  check  on  any 
leakages  to  go  through  the  year  without  interruption  to  the  supply. 
It  is  still  not  possible  to  say  when  Bath  Corporation  will  be  in  a 
position  to  take  it  over.  Samples  taken  during  the  year  did  not  show 
evidence  of  serious  pollution. 

Bathford 

It  was  possible  to  maintain  a constant  supply  throughout  the 
year  and  only  a small  addition  was  necessary  from  the  R.E.  works 
in  Wiltshire.  Negotiations  have  not  been  concluded  for  the  inclu- 
sion of  Bathford  within  the  statutory  area  of  Bath  city.  The 
quality  of  the  water  has  been  satisfactory. 

Camerton,  Combe  Hay 

The  Combe  Hay  supply  was  more  than  adequate  to  supply 
these  parishes  without  interruption  and  the  samples  of  raw  and 
chlorinated  water  were  at  all  times  satisfactory. 

Monkton  Combe 

The  part  of  the  village  supplied  by  the  Council  received  a pure 
and  ample  supply  throughout  the  year. 

Upper  Swainswick 

It  is  still  not  possible  to  say  when  Bath  City  will  be  able  to 
take  over  the  supply  to  this  area.  The  existing  supply,  though  pure, 
is  inadequate. 
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Northstoke  (Swinford) 

By  careful  maintenance  the  supply  was  adequate  throughout 
the  year.  The  West  Gloucester  Water  Company  appear  to  have 
proceeded  no  further  with  the  proposal  to  extend  their  mains. 

Hinton  Charterhouse 

At  one  period  in  the  year  the  bulk  supply  from  the  Combe 
Down  Water  Company  failed  for  a short  time  and  caused  concern 
but  otherwise  the  supply  has  been  ample  and  pure. 

Marksbury 

This  village  is  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Glutton  R.D.C.  and  a 
shortage  of  water  in  that  district  at  times  caused  a shortage  of  water 
at  Marksbury.  The  arrangements  that  Clutton  R.D.C.  are  making 
to  augment  their  supply  should  prevent  this  from  happening  in 
future. 


SUPPLIES  FROM  STATUTORY  AUTHORITIES 

The  supply  given  by  statutory  authorities  to  the  parishes  and 
hamlets  of  Batheaston,  St.  Catherine,  Lower  Swainswick,  Bailbrook, 
Lansdown,  Woolley,  Combe  Down,  Freshford,  Southstoke,  Midford, 
Hinton  Charterhouse,  Englishcombe,  Corston,  Queen  Charlton  and 
Chewton  Keynsham  has  been  maintained  without  interruption  and 
in  a pure  state. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 


Claverton  Village 

Since  the  estate  supply  has  been  overhauled  no  difficulty  has 
been  experienced. 

Kelston 

The  estate  supply  was  adequate  for  all  purposes. 

Compton  Dando 

A major  scheme  of  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company  part 
of  which  is  that  a subsidiary  supply  will  be  taken  to  Compton 
Dando  is  well  in  hand,  but  it  is  still  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate 
estimate  as  to  when  this  will  be  available  to  replace  the  present 
inadequate  and  impure  supply. 

Burnett 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  at  one  time  during  the 
year  owing  to  contamination  by  silage  of  some  of  the  springs 
feeding  the  estate  supply.  The  affected  springs  were  disconnected 
from  the  supply  until  the  pollution  was  eliminated. 
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NEW  AND  EXTENDED  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  a mains  supply  of  water  was  made  available 
to  the  village  of  Dunkerton.  The  supply  to  Woollard  through  the 
bulk  supply  from  Clutton  R.D.C.,  laid  in  1951,  has  proved  in  all 
respects  satisfactory. 

The  scheme  of  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company  by  which 
supplies  of  water  will  be  made  available  to  Compton  Dando,  Corston 
and  Newton  St.  Loe  has  been  commenced  and  is  proceeding  satis- 
factorily. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  FROM  PUBLIC  MAINS 


Direct  to  the  Houses 

By  means  of  Standpipes 

Number  of 
Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

4,617 

17,464 

312 

976 

All  waters  supplied  are  hard  and  no  difficulties  with  regard  to 
plumbo  solvent  action  were  experienced. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Existing  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works,  with  the  exception 
of  Wellow  village,  have  given  rise  to  no  difficulties.  As  stated  in 
previous  reports  the  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Wellow  needs 
replacing  as  soon  as  the  time  is  opportune. 

During  the  year  a comprehensive  scheme  for  the  sewering  of 
Southstoke  and  Hinton  Charterhouse  was  submitted  to  the  Minister. 
A scheme  was  also  prepared  for  the  sewering  of  the  village  of  Priston. 
A scheme  extending  the  existing  sewers  in  parts  of  the  parishes  of 
Batheaston  and  Bathford  was  commenced  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Council  carried  out  routine  fortnightly  and  monthly  collec- 
tions from  all  the  parishes.  It  was  done  by  direct  labour  and  five 
covered  vehicles  and  one  small  open  type  vehicle  were  used.  The 
refuse  was  disposed  of  on  four  partially  controlled,  tips. 

Through  the  lack  of  a market  the  sales  of  salvage  were  discon- 
tinued during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Up  to  this  time  proceeds 
from  sales  amounted  to  £545  4s. 
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HOUSING 


Houses 
erected 
during  year 

Houses  in 
course  of 
erection 

Conversion 
to  flats  or 
dwellings 

Temporary 
such  as 
Army 
huts,  etc. 

Perm.  Temp. 

Perm.  Temp. 

Perm.  Temp. 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

51  — 

35  — 

126  — 

24  — 

8 

2 

— 

Totals 

86  — 

150  — 

8 

2 

— 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  ....  ....  ....  5,686 

,,  ,,  ,,  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Local 

Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  668 

,,  ,,  ,,  post-war  houses  erected  by  the  Local 

Authority 548 

,,  ,,  ,,  post-war  houses  erected  by  private  enter- 
prise  175 

(a)  No.  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  but  on  which  no 

formal  action  has  been  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  121 

(b)  No.  of  houses  that  have  been  condemned  under  the 

Housing  Acts  as  totally  unfit  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

No.  of  houses  occupied  under  (a)  ....  ....  ....  ....  121 

„ „ ,,  ,,  ,,  (6) Nil 

Houses  Required 

(c)  To  replace  those  unfit  121 

(d)  To  abate  overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  51 

To  overcome  unsatisfactory  conditions,  e.g.,  two  families 
living  in  same  house  but  not  included  in  (c)  or  (d)  ....  217 

(e)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the 

end  of  the  year  1,327 


Informal  Action 

Number  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  73 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers,  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  . 
service  of  formal  notices — by  owners  ....  ....  ....  3 

— by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  ....  Nil 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers,  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notices  (Sec.  9)  

Undertakings  given  but  work  not  complete 


MILK 

No.  of  registered  distributors  ....  ....  28 

,,  „ ,,  dairy  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

,,  ,,  supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors 

whose  dairy  is  outside  the  district  ....  10 

As  all  our  retailers  deliver  milk  in  the  adjoining  districts  each 
of  these  has  received  regular  sampling  by  those  authorities.  Since 
the  opening  of  the  new  laboratory  in  Bath,  which  has  facilitated 
transport  and  the  timing  of  delivery  to  the  laboratory,  routine 
sampling  from  each  retailer  is  now  being  carried  out. 

As  the  district  forms  part  of  a “ specified  area  ” whereby  all 
milk  retailed  must  be  graded,  licences  were  issued  to  the  above 
distributors  as  follows  : — 

To  retail  tuberculin  tested  milk  ....  ....  20 

,,  ,,  pasteurised  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

,,  ,,  sterilised  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 


Nil 

5 


ICE-CREAM 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  and  retail  ....  Nil 

(b)  Manufacture  only  ....  Nil 

(c)  Retail  only  (pre-packed)  ....  ....  ....  ....  39 


FOOD 

As  there  are  no  centralised  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  meat 
and  food  inspections  were  confined  to  the  inspection  at  shops  and 
stores. 
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As  a result  of  78  visits,  47  lb.  of  meat,  31  tins  of  meat  products, 
14  tins  of  fish,  23  tins  of  milk  and  9 tins  of  various  vegetables  were 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  number  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  registered 
under  Sec.  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  33. 

It  was  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  new  bye-laws  in  three  cases, 
each  with  satisfactory  results. 

There  are  8 bakehouses  in  the  district,  all  of  which  have  been 
well  maintained. 


Twenty-five  licences  to  station  and  use  individual  movable 
dwellings  and  5 licences  authorising  land  to  be  used  as  camping  sites 
were  in  force  under  Sec.  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

New  applications  were  viewed  in  conjunction  with  the  planning 
authority  and  conditions  often  imposed  with  regard  to  ancillary 
structures  and  siting.  At  one  site  where  additional  caravans  were 
placed,  septic  tank  drainage  facilities  were  provided  following 
informal  action. 


During  the  year  infestations  of  rats  to  the  number  of  190  were 
successfully  dealt  with  by  the  Council.  Of  these  89  were  reported 
cases,  the  remainder  being  found  usually  during  inspections  of 
premises  adjoining  those  investigated  because  of  complaints.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  were  domestic,  the  rats  in  many  instances 
having  got  even  into  new  houses,  but  a number  of  shops,  schools, 
chapels,  small-holdings,  etc.,  were  also  invaded. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewers  received  their  due  measure 
of  attention.  Some  sections  of  the  Avon  Valley  sewer  system 
remained  clear  but  other  sections  revealed  infestation  whenever  they 
were  treated. 

The  rodent  operator’s  primary  function  is  the  giving  of  advice 
to  the  householder  as  to  how  he  might  deal  with  his  own  infestations. 
Where  difficulty  is  experienced,  however,  the  personal  attention  of 
the  rodent  operator  may  always  be  obtained.  The  service  is  free  to 
occupiers  of  private  dwellings.  In  the  case  of  farms  liaison  with  the 
County  Agricultural  Pest  Officer  is  always  sought. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 


RODENT  CONTROL 


INDUSTRIES 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  : — 


Coalmining 


Lime  Kilns 


Plasticine  and  Wax  Making  Fullers  Earth 


Joinery  Works 
Paper  Making 


Rubber  Industry 
Agriculture 
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Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  : — 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

Notices 

Register 

tions 

served 

1. 

Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
are  enforced  

30 

29 



2. 

Factories  not  included  above  in 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 

10 

7 

— 

3. 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 

enforced 

1 

— 

— 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect 

of  any  of 

the  30  outworkers’  premises. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


The  number  of  water  closets  is 


t ) 
) > 


„ pail 
,,  earth 


4,600  (approx.) 
1,394 
168 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Visits  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  69 

Disinfection  carried  out 63 

Disinfestations  carried  out  3 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

With  the  exception  of  a factory  chimney  in  the  parish  of  Wellow 
it  was  not  necessary  for  any  action  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  smoke 
nuisances.  At  the  time  of  writing  experiments  with  draught  and 
methods  of  stoking  are  being  made. 


GENERAL 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  or  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  district. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  which  has  given  complete 
satisfaction  throughout  the  period. 
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KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  mid-June,  1952  8,276 

Area  of  the  District  4,170  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  2,575 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3 -21 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £262 

Rateable  Value  £62,893 


Chairman  of  the  Council.... 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

Sanitary  Inspector  

Council  Offices  : Keynsham. 

Telephone : Keynsham  2291 13. 


Col.  S.  H.  G.  Dainton,  O.B.E., 

J-P. 

V.  L.  Bateman,  Esq. 


D.  F.  G.  Lockyear, 

M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  116. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  59  54  113 

Illegitimate  12  3 

60  56  116 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  3 — 3 

Illegitimate  — — — 

3—3 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1952  14  -58 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  26-22 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  9 -74 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  21  -72 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  22-30 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  96,  46  males  and  50  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

S}rphilitic  disease  

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

,,  ,,  breast  

1 

1 

,,  ,,  uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

3 

4 

7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

7 

20 

27 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

8 

6 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Other  heart  disease  

10 

3 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— 

2 

2 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis  

2 

4 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

— 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

46 

50 

96 

21 


Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 


There  were  3 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 
divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  1 1 — 4 weeks 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months 


of  age,  all  male, 

....  1 
....  1 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

20 



— 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  fever) 

4 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

13 

— 



Acute  primary  pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

2 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 

— 

Cholera  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

3 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

44 

1 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  5 male, 
and  3 female  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  a female. 

Total  cases  notified  Total  deaths 
Respiratory  ....  ....  ....  8 2 

Non-respiratory  ....  ....  1 — 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

DAY  NURSERY 

Much  upset  was  caused  among  the  mothers  of  the  children 
when  the  maintenance  charge  was  increased  from  2s.  to  5s.  6d.  per 
day  and  the  natural  result  was  a marked  diminution  in  the  atten- 
dances. Owing  to  alterations  in  the  Nursery  the  number  of  children 
was  limited  for  a time  to  an  average  of  15  daily.  On  completion  of 
the  work,  however,  there  were  29  children  on  the  register  with  a 
daily  average  of  25. 

The  health  of  the  children  was  exceptionally  good  throughout 
the  year. 

KEYNSHAM  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  increased  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centre  reported  last 
year  was  maintained  during  1952.  Owing  to  rising  maintenance 
costs  the  Saltford  Weighing  Centre  was  held  only  once  a month  from 
September  till  the  end  of  the  year.  This  appears  to  have  proved  a 
satisfactory  arrangement. 

The  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Keynsham 

Saltford 

Total 

Total  on  register  at  1st  January, 
1952,  after  deduction  of  over  5’s 

447 

114 

561 

Total  on  register  at  31st  December, 
1952  

541 

148 

689 

Attendances  : — 

January  

147 

26 

173 

February  

146 

27 

173 

March  

161 

23 

184 

April  

189 

27 

216 

May  

208 

18 

226 

June  

176 

22 

198 

July  

197 

20 

217 

August  

75 

5 

80 

September  

141 

9 

150 

October  

175 

20 

195 

November  

101 

14 

115 

December 

92 

14 

106 

1808 

225 

2033 

Attendances  for  1951 : — 

1760 

179 

1939 

23 


SALTFORD  WEIGHING  CENTRE 

Attendances : — 


January 

7th  .... 

23 

ft 

21st  .... 

16 

February 

4th  .... 

22 

f > 

18th  .... 

22 

March 

3rd  .... 

14 

i f 

17th  .... 

23 

f t 

31st  .... 

8 

April 

28th  .... 

25 

May 

12th  .... 

27 

) t 

26th  .... 

16 

June 

9th  .... 

30 

23rd  .... 

26 

July 

7th  .... 

24 

ft 

21st  .... 

33 

August 

— 

September  1st 

26 

October 

6th  .... 

38 

November  3rd  .... 

36 

December 

1st  .... 

35 

444 


Attendances  for  1951 — 362 

Total  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year — 123 
Total  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year — 148 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1952 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

House  and  trade  refuse  collection  service  has  been  continued 
on  a weekly  basis  throughout  the  year  by  a team  of  three  men  and 
one  vehicle.  The  hours  of  work  have  been  extended  slightly  in 
order  to  deal  with  additional  properties  and  it  has  not  been  neces- 
sary to  employ  a second  team  except  during  holidays  and  periods 
of  inclement  weather. 

Salvage  from  the  refuse  of  various  materials  especially  paper 
and  scrap  iron  has  continued  although  the  income  from  the  sale 
thereof  has  seriously  declined  owing  to  the  fall  in  market  prices. 

The  amounts  of  materials  sold  were  as  follows  : — 

Paper  ....  ....  ....  94f  tons 

Ferrous  metals  ,, 

Rags  and  miscellaneous  1£  „ 

The  gross  income  amounted  to  £1,047. 
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Disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  land 
adjoining  the  Unity  Road  Depot  and  the  filling  of  this  site  is  pro- 
ceeding quite  successfully. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  existing  sewers  which  serve  more  than  95  per  cent,  of  the 
properties  in  the  district  have  operated  satisfactorily  during  the 
year  and  no  major  maintenance  work  has  been  required. 

New  storm  and  foul  water  sewers  were  laid  down  during  the 
year  to  serve  the  Park  Road  (east  side)  Housing  Estate  which  will 
eventually  accommodate  approximately  100  houses. 

Approximately  60  per  cent,  of  the  sewage  is  treated  at  the 
Disposal  Works  at  Unity  Road  but,  due  to  the  amount  of  storm  and 
surface  water  reaching  these  works  in  periods  of  heavy  rain,  satis- 
factory treatment  is  not  always  possible.  Extension  and  improve- 
ment of  these  works  is,  however,  part  of  the  scheme  now  in  prepara- 
tion. None  of  the  few  remaining  cess-pools  in  the  district  have 
caused  any  nuisance  and  no  action,  except  to  advise  owners  on 
maintenance  works,  has  been  necessary. 

HOUSING 

The  provision  of  new  houses  has  remained  a matter  of  prior 
importance.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  despite  the  completion 
of  nearly  400  houses  since  the  war  the  number  of  appli  cants  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  higher  than  ever.  From  this  fact  it  is  obvious 
that  the  need  for  more  houses  is  still  pressing  as  it  is  known  that  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  applicants  are  living  in  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the  worst  cases 
have  been  housed. 

As  for  existing  houses  many  still  fall  below  the  accepted 
standards  as  far  as  accommodation  is  concerned  but  the  majority 
have  been  fairly  well  maintained  and  in  most  cases  owners  have 
been  co-operative  in  carrying  out  essential  repairs  without  recourse 
to  formal  action. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  2448 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  Council  ....  499 

(3)  New  houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  39 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  21 

(4)  New  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1952  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  88 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise 51 
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(5)  Total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  to  31st 

December,  1952  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  385 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  92 

(6)  Estimated  number  of  houses  required  : — 

(a)  To  replace  those  unfit  ....  ....  ....  ....  190 

( b ) To  abate  overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

(c)  To  overcome  other  unsatisfactory  conditions, 
e.g.  two  families  in  the  same  house  not  included 

in  (a)  or  (b)  ....  200 

(d)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 

at  31st  December,  1952  849 

(7)  Summary  of  action  under  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  73 

(b)  Total  number  of  visits  112 

(c)  Informal  notices  issued  ....  ....  ....  ....  26 

(d)  Informal  notices  complied  with  ....  ....  21 

(e)  Statutory  notices  issued  ....  2 

(/)  Statutory  notices  complied  with  2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  inspections 

Informal  notices  issued  .... 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

Tp  , • j-  f Enquiries  .... 

Infectious  diseased  , , ■ 

\ Disinfections 

Food  poisoning,  case  enquiries  .... 

Enquiries  into  various  complaints  of  nuisance 

Shops  inspections  


227 

28 

20 

22 

18 

1 

18 

12 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

By  virtue  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas) 
Order  1952  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  November  1952 
the  District  was  included  in  one  of  the  Specified  Areas  in  which  it  is 
illegal  for  any  person  to  sell  by  retail  for  human  consumption  any 
milk  other  than  that  which  is  specially  designated  in  accordance 
with  the  appropriate  Regulation.  All  retailers  operating  in  the 
District  at  that  time  were  in  fact  selling  one  or  more  of  the  specially 
designated  milks  and  were  able  to  maintain  their  supply  without 
difficulty. 

(1)  Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  3 

(2)  Number  of  registered  distributors  ....  6 

(3)  Number  of  producer  /retailers  in  (2)  Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants....  ....  ....  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  1 

(6)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  ....  3 

(7)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  pasteurised 

milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(8)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  3 

(9)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  sterilised 

milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(10)  Number  of  inspections  at  dairies,  etc.  ...  ...  9 

Bakehouses 

Number  of  bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

These  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found  in  satisfactory 
condition. 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

food  under  Sec.  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  10 

Except  for  the  manufacture  of  pickles  these  premises  are  little 
used  and  no  formal  action  in  connection  therewith  has  been 
necessary. 

Slaughterhouses 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  ....  ....  ....  3 

(There  are  no  knackers’  yards) 

None  of  these  premises  is  in  use  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
are  only  used  occasionally  for  the  slaughter  of  privately  owned  pigs 
under  licence. 

Inspections  at  butchers’  and  other  food  shops  .... 

Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Home-killed  beef 
Imported  beef 
Home-killed  pork  .... 

Offal  

Tinned  meat 

Tinned  ham  (imported) 

Tinned  milk  .... 

Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables 
Tinned  fish  .... 

Sugar  

Cereals  ....  

Ice-cream 

Almost  without  exception  the  ice-cream  sold  in  the  district 
was  produced  by  the  large  wholesale  manufacturers  and  as  indicated 
by  the  sample  results  is  found  generally  to  be  satisfactory.  In 
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454 

lb. 

21 

) » 

21 

> » 

25 

t ) 

29 

tins 

81 

lb. 

171 

tins 

232 

M 

8 

) ) 

3 

lb. 

144 

J » 
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addition  the  modern  apparatus  and  methods  employed  by  retailers 
give  few  grounds  for  complaint. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  and  sale 1 

( b ) Manufacture  only  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(c)  Retail  only  30 

Samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

(Grade  I — 2,  Grade  II — 9,  Grade  III — 3,  Grade  IV — Nil) 

Generally 

While  there  is  always  room  for  improvement  in  this  field 
especially  as  so  much  depends  upon  the  human  element  and  the 
strict  observance  of  simple  rules  of  hygiene  by  those  engaged  in 
the  trade,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  observed  during  routine  inspec- 
tions has  been  considered  very  satisfactory.  For  this  reason  it  has 
not  been  thought  necessary  to  promote  any  special  campaign  or 
other  activity  to  focus  attention  on  the  subject,  but  to  rely  on 
frequent  inspection  and  advice  to  individuals  where  deficiencies 
are  noted. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Rainfall 


Month 

Somerdale  Station 
[Total  depth  in  inches) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
24  hours 

Date 

January  .... 

2-78 

0-58 

1st 

February 

0-63 

0-16 

10th 

March  

2-44 

0-64 

8th 

April 

1 -58 

0-25 

6th 

May 

4 -07 

0-51 

5th 

June  

2-07 

0-57 

8th 

July  

0-68 

0-42 

5th 

August  .... 

3 -85 

0-82 

9th 

September 

3-58 

0-73 

9th 

October  .... 

4-38 

0-93 

27th 

November 

3-39 

0-73 

21st 

December 

2-29 

0-50 

20th 

Total 

31  -74 

— 

— 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Co.  and  practically  all  domestic 
supplies  are  obtained  from  this  source.  The  quality  and  the  quantity 
of  this  supply  have  been  satisfactory. 

As  the  source  of  the  public  water  supply  is  not  within  your 
district  no  samples  of  raw  water  have  been  collected  by  your 
officers.  Samples  of  treated  water  have  been  taken  quarterly  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  have  been  found  satisfactory. 
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Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  have  also  been  made  periodi- 
cally. The  results  indicate  that  the  water  is  hard  (210  parts  per 
million),  largely  temporary,  and  slightly  alkaline. 

The  water,  being  hard,  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Practically  all  houses  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply  direct 
from  the  main.  There  are  no  standpipes. 

A few  wells  remain  in  use  for  outlying  houses  and  farms  which, 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  have  maintained  satisfactory  supplies. 
Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  one  such  supply  and  were  found 
satisfactory. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  were  also 
taken  from  a disused  well  to  ascertain  its  condition  and  these  were 
found  quite  unsatisfactory.  The  owner  was  advised  that  the  water 
should  in  no  circumstances  be  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Rats  and  mice  are  an  ever-present  menace,  but  happily  the 
amount  of  infestation  found  during  the  year  has  caused  little  trouble, 
and  has  usually  been  brought  quickly  and  successfully  under  control. 
This  position  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  the  co-operation  of 
owners  and  occupiers  with  your  officers. 

Inspections 

Total  number  of  properties  visited  ....  ....  557 

Infestations  by  rats  and  mice  found  22 

Treatments  carried  out  by  operator  15 

Council  Properties 

These  were  kept  under  constant  supervision  and  treatment  was 
required  in  only  one  instance. 

Sewers 

The  annual  test  bait  of  the  sewerage  system  revealed  no 
infestation. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

Six  sites  have  been  licensed  under  Sec.  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936.  The  majority  of  this  accommodation  is  per- 
manently occupied.  In  such  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that 
complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time.  It  has  been  necessary 
on  several  occasions  during  the  year  to  remind  owners  of  their 
obligations  although  in  no  case  has  recourse  to  formal  action  been 
necessary. 

FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRY 

No  new  industry  has  been  opened  during  the  year  although 
proposals  for  some  new  premises  have  been  submitted.  Existing 
industries  are  concerned  with  the  manufacture  of  chocolate,  cocoa, 
paper,  envelopes,  soap,  chemicals  and  paint.  There  are  also  one  or 
two  small  engineering  firms. 

Agriculture  and  market  gardening  also  engaged  a proportion 
of  the  population. 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  mid-June,  1952  11,130 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,580 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-1 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £280 

Rateable  Value  as  at  March,  1952  £70,085 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  .... 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone  i Frome  2348 


....  H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 


A.  D.  Frampton,  Esq.,  J.P. 

E.  Hosken,  M.  R.  San.  I., 
M.  R.  I.  P.  H.  H„  . M.  S.  I.  A., 
Hon.  Dip.  in  Advanced  Hygiene 

C.  M.  Holsgrove,  M.S.I.A., 
Cert.  S.I.B.,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector 


31 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATICSTIS 


BIRTHS 


The  number  of  live  births  registered, 
outward  transfers,  total  177. 

adjusted  for  inward  and 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  81 

Illegitimate  2 

89 

5 

170 

7 

83 

94 

111 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  — 

Illegitimate  — 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1952  

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .... 

17-17 

6-07 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  8-87 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  13  -39 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  13-94 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  125,  62  males  and  63  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— | 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

4 

5 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus  .... 

2 

— 

2 

,,  „ breast  

— 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

5 

5 

10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

12 

8 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

14 

9 

23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

11 

20 

31 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

3 

5 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

4 

5 

Bronchitis  

1 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

3 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

62 

63 

125 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  4 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  3 male  and 
1 female,  divided  as  follows : — 

Under  1 week  ....  2 1 — 4 weeks  ....  1 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  1 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  fever) 

4 

- — 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— - 

Opthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

21 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

• — 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1 

— 

34 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  4 male 
and  3 female  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  a female. 

Total  cases  Total 

notified  deaths 

Respiratory  ....  ....  ....  7 — 

Non-respiratory  ....  ....  1 — 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

FROME  DAY  NURSERY 

As  at  Keynsham  the  raising  of  the  maintenance  charge  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  caused  a considerable  reduction  in  the  attendance 
figures. 

The  Nursery  was  open  for  250  days  and  the  attendance  totalled 
6,848.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  27  and  the  highest  number 
attending  on  any  one  day  was  40. 

Twelve  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  one  case  of  German 
measles  were  notified  during  the  year. 

WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has  flourished  in  its  new  surround- 
ings and  a satisfactory  year’s  working  is  reported.  Everyone  con- 
cerned with  the  Centre  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  result  achieved 
and  particularly  the  District  Nurses  who  have  done  a great  deal  of 
equally  valuable  work  at  their  weekly  ante-natal  clinic. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  315 


Total  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  358 

Attendance  figures  : — 

January  ....  ....  ....  ....  239 

February 272 

March  ....  ....  ....  ....  212 

April  214 

May  325 

June  ....  ....  ....  ....  266 

July  279 

August  ....  ....  ....  ....  286 

September  ....  ....  ....  256 

October  343 

November ....  ....  234 

December...  ....  ....  ....  136 

3~062 

Attendance  figures  for  1951  2,602 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

HOUSING 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  list  is  now  308,  a 
decrease  of  39  compared  with  1951.  Fifty-seven  Council  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied.  Ten  houses  built  by  private  enter- 
prise were  also  completed. 

The  Council  has  acquired  a new  housing  site  at  Rodden  which 
allows  for  about  250  houses  and  it  is  anticipated  that  development 
will  be  commenced  early  in  1953. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  until  the  demand  for  houses  by 
persons  inadequately  housed  has  been  fulfilled,  little  hope  can  be 
entertained  of  operations  in  connection  with  clearance  and  re- 
development areas  being  carried  out. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  visits  were  made  and 


notices  served  : — 

Number  of  visits  : 

General  sanitation  ....  ....  1,008 

Housing  1,256 

Notices  served  and  complied  with  : 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ....  ....  52 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with.  ..  40 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  ....  8 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  14 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  3,702 

The  following  table  shows  sanitary  improvements  made  during 
the  year,  1952  : — 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  11 

Wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  2 

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  4 

Floors  repaired  7 

Roofs  repaired  ....  13 

Sashcords  renewed 1 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  4 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open ....  ...  ....  ....  7 

W.C.  pans  and  flushing  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ....  18 

W.C.  structures  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  5 

Dampness  remedied  6 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  were  visited  on  three  occasions 
and  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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Rodent  Control 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  rats 
m j j it  a a mice 

Total  number  of  visits  made 


41 

8 

272 


The  continued  use  of  “ Warfarin  ” (Sorexa)  poison  has  proved 
very  successful. 


MILK  SUPPLY  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 

(i)  Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  ....  5 

(ii)  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial 
Cream)  Act,  1950. 

The  licences  in  respect  of  graded  milk  issued 
by  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  and  in 
force  on  the  31st  December,  1952,  were  as 

follows  : — 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 

Designation  “ Pasteurised  ” ....  ....  ....  2 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 

Designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ....  ....  2 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 

Designation  “ Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  ” ....  1 

During  the  year  64  samples  of  Designated  Milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  conformed  to  the  required 
standard. 

Three  LTndesignated  Milk  samples  were  taken  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

Bakehouses 

The  twelve  bakehouses  in  the  Urban  District  were  inspected 
twice  each  during  the  year.  One  informal  notice  was  served  and 
complied  with. 

Ice-cream 

Registered  premises  are  now  37.  During  the  year  43  samples 
were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  the  results 
of  tests  were  as  follows  : — 

Grade  I ....  ....  ....  32  samples 

„ II  ....  ....  ....  9 samples 

,,  III  ....  ....  ....  2 samples 

,,  IV  Nil 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  from  Taunton  ceased 
its  collection  of  samples  in  June,  1952.  Samples  are  now  taken  to  the 
new  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  at 
fortnightly  intervals.  This  arrangement  is  in  many  ways  preferable 
as  it  enables  the  Inspectors  to  be  better  informed  of  details  of  the 
examination.  There  is,  also,  the  advantage  of  personal  contact  in 
dealing  with  the  Laboratory  direct.  Thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Mann, 
the  Director,  for  his  interest  in  meat  inspection  problems  and 
for  his  examination  of  specimens  submitted. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,007 

4,534 

5,905 

10,278 

Number  inspected  .... 

As  k 

filed 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBER- 

CULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

31 

110 

28 

81 

or  organ  was  condemned 

1,211 

24 

941 

1,226 

Percentage  of  numbei  in- 

spected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

60% 

3% 

16% 

13% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

32 

7 

52 

or  organ  was  condemned 

353 

— 

626 

Percentage  of  number  in- 

spected  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

19% 

.15% 

6% 

OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

2,002  lb.  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, the  main  items  of  which  were  as  follows  : — 

lb. 

Tinned  fruit  ....  ....  ....  ....  377 


,,  milk 
,,  meat  .... 
,,  vegetables 
,,  fish 
Wet  fish 
Processed  cheese 
Cereals 
Biscuits... 

Poultry 
Ham 


16 

182 

151 

10 

84 

19 

45 

286 

147 

27 


1952. 


Ninety-four  visits  were  made  to  food  preparing  premises  during 
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SWIMMING  BATH 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  from  the  Public  Swimming  Bath 
and  all  were  satisfactory.  The  contract  for  a chlorination  and  filtra- 
tion plant  has  been  placed  and  it  is  hoped  the  plant  will  be  in  opera- 
tion early  in  1953. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 

There  were  86  factories  on  the  Council’s  register  as  at  the 
31st  December,  1952.  Visits  were  made  to  23  factories  and  12 
informal  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

The  number  of  outworkers  contained  in  the  August  list  was 
16  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
No  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  outworkers’  premises. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  has  been  entirely  satis- 
factory and  the  supervision  and  control  of  this  service  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor.  Routine  samples  are  taken  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  results  obtained  are  shown  below  : — 

Number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  22 

,,  ,,  satisfactory  samples  ....  ....  22 

„ ,,  unsatisfactory  samples  ....  Nil 

One  chemical  sample  taken  was  satisfactory. 

Approximately  300  houses  are  supplied  from  stand  pipes  in 
common  use  by  more  than  one  householder. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Seventeen  batches  of  bedding  were  disinfected  and  3 batches 
destroyed  at  the  request  of  the  owners. 

Three  premises  were  dealt  with  for  flea  infestation. 


39 


FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  mid- June,  1952  10,360 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,366 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-07 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £160 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1952  £39,683 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee 

Sanitary  Inspector  


C.  Cullen,  Esq.  J.P. 

C.  Cullen,  Esq.  J.P. 
C.  H.  Prosser 


Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625 


41 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  175. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

99 

72 

171 

Illegitimate  

2 

2 

4 

101  74  175 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

— — 

— 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population. 


mid  1952  18-75 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  Nil 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  9 -53 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  28  -46 


Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  29  -12 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


42 


DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  119,  64  males  and  55  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other, 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

5 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

,,  ,,  breast  

1 

2 

3 

,,  ,,  uterus  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

6 

4 

10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

4 

5 

9 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

5 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

21 

36 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

4 

5 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 



2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation  

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

4 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

64 

55 

119 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  6 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  3 male 
and  3 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  4 1 — 4 weeks  ....  Nil 

1 — 6 months  ....  2 6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  fever) 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

.:  — 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

. — 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

49 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

7 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

. — 

— 

— 

Typhus 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  .... 

..]  — 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning  .... 



— 

— 

60 

1 

— 

44 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Eleven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  7 male 
md  4 female.  No  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

Total  cases  Total 

notified  deaths 

Respiratory ....  11  — 

Non-respiratory  — — 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
WATER  SUPPLY 

Sampling 

Arising  out  of  the  County  Council’s  decision  to  withdraw  the 
sample  collecting  service,  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby 
water  samples  could  be  taken  to  the  Preventive  Medicine  Laboratory 
at  Bristol. 

Routine  sampling  of  the  smaller  public  supplies  is  carried  out 
quarterly  and  larger  ones  monthly.  These,  together  with  samples 
from  various  private  supplies  made  a total  of  68  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  58  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  10  for 
chemical  analysis. 

Reports  showed  that  many  sources  were  unsatisfactory  and  in 
some  cases  the  quality  of  the  water  fell  very  far  short  of  the  required 
standard  of  purity.  Information  and  advice  has  been  given  and 
where  possible  use  has  been  made  of  alternative  sources. 

General 

Provision  has  been  made  for  comprehensive  schemes  of  supply 
to  serve  the  whole  of  the  district.  Sources  of  supply  will  be  from  the 
Council’s  well  at  Norton  St.  Philip  for  the  northern  area,  from 
Wiltshire  for  the  eastern  area  and  from  the  Mendips  for  the 
southern  and  western  areas.  Of  the  seven  public  supplies  now 
existing,  two  will  be  retained  and  these  are  Norton  St.  Philip  and 
Nunney. 

Work  on  enlarging  the  distribution  area  of  the  Norton  St. 
Philip  source  has  commenced.  This,  at  the  cost  of  about  £40,000 
will  afford  a supply  to  Faulkland  with  provision  for  possible  future 
extensions  to  parts  of  the  parish  of  Hemington. 

Schemes  of  supply  have  been  prepared  for  watering  almost  the 
whole  of  the  western  half  of  the  district  from  the  Mendip  catch- 
ment area  in  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District.  Work  will  be  put 
in  hand  in  various  stages  the  first  of  which  will  be  the  laying  of  the 
mains  and  ancillary  works  to  serve  the  parishes  of  Wanstrow  and 
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Upton  Noble.  A bulk  supply  is  now  available  at  the  county  boundarv 
and  the  probability  is  that  work  will  start  in  the  very  near  future 
There  is  not  a single  domestic  supply  in  Upton  Noble  which  can  be. 
regarded  as  being  of  satisfactory  quality. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  only  parishes  in  the  district  having  comprehensive  systems 
of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plant  are  Coleford  and  Rode.  Nunney 
village  is  sewered  but  the  method  of  disposal  is  unsatisfactory 
Draft  schemes  have  been  prepared  for  the  sewerage  of  Beckington 
Kilmersdon,  and  Norton  St.  Philip  and,  owing  to  the  gross  pollution 
of  the  river  Frome  into  which  the  whole  of  the  sewage  flows  un- 
treated, the  housing  programme  at  Beckington  has  been  suspended. 
It  appears  that  very  many  years  must  elapse  before  all  sizeable 
villages  can  be  sewered  and  the  sewerage  schemes  envisaged  in  the 
next  few  years  will  involve  the  ratepayers  in  very  heavy  com- 
mitments. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 

Several  cases  of  pollution  have  been  investigated  and  where 
possible  remedial  works  carried  out.  Joint  inspections  have  been 
made  with  the  engineer  to  the  River  Board,  with  whom  close  liaison 
is  maintained. 


GENERAL 

Housing 

Informal  notices  have  been  issued  regarding  minor  defects  in 
respect  of  32  properties  and  these  have  been  complied  with.  Owing 
to  economic  factors  resulting  from  fixed  rents,  one  is  often  reluctant 
to  insist  upon  certain  repairs  being  carried  out  in  some  cases  where 
normally  a notice  would  have  been  served  without  hesitation 
There  are  now  331  Council  houses  in  the  district  and  the  programme 
for  next  year  will  provide  for  a large  number  at  Nunney  and 
Coleford.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  population  of  the  district 
has  not  increased,  the  time  will  soon  arrive  when  re-housing  schemes 
can  be  put  into  operation  and  closing  orders  placed  upon  some  of  the 
existing  sub-standard  properties. 

New  Houses 

Since  the  war  private  licences  have  been  issued  to  77  applicants 
Now  that  some  of  the  restrictions  have  been  relaxed  it  is  hoped  that 
more  people  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  build  although 
at  the  moment  there  are  no  indications  that  this  will  be  the  case. 

Temporary  Accommodation 

Most  of  the  occupiers  of  huts  at  Marston  Camp  have  been 
re-housed  or  have  found  alternative  accommodation.  The  remainder 
will  be  re-housed  at  Nunney  next  year  when  the  camp  is  closed. 
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Camping  Sites 

The  communal  caravan  and  camping  sites  have  been  main- 
tained in  a satisfactory  condition.  Routine  visits  have  been  made 
and  as  a result  of  negotiations  the  owner  has  dispensed  with  the  well 
and  engine  and  laid  in  a water  supply  from  the  public  mains. 

Statutory  Notices 

In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  and 
both  were  for  repairs  to  dwelling  houses. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  contract  by  which  the  contractor  undertakes  to  collect 
house  refuse  has  been  renewed  for  a further  3 years.  In  general  the 
scheme  has  worked  fairly  satisfactorily  although  nuisance  has  been 
caused  to  householders  in  the  more  populous  districts  by  dust. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  only  satisfactory  method  of  collec- 
tion is  by  direct  labour,  employed  full  time  with  a vehicle  specifically 
made  for  the  purpose. 


FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

Shops 

Routine  inspections  to  all  shops  have  been  made  and  informal 
action  taken  where  necessary.  Several  shopkeepers  have  been 
induced  to  instal  hot  water  heaters. 

Ice-cream 

There  is  only  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  district  and  the 
ice-cream  is  wrapped  and  distributed  wholesale  under  a trade  name. 
Samples  of  proprietary  ice-cream  have  been  taken  from  11  retailers 
and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Foodstuffs 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  des- 
troyed : — 

10  tins  of  meat 

11  ,,  „ vegetables 
9 „ „ fish 

11  „ ,,  milk 

24  „ „ fruit 

Factories 

No  notices  have  been  served  during  the  year  and  no  complaint 
has  been  forwarded  by  H.M.  Inspector. 
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Knacker’s  Yard 

The  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  district  serves  an  area  for  many 
miles  around  and  during  the  year  the  premises  have  been  extended. 
Regular  inspections  have  been  made  and  the  premises  have  been 
maintained  at  a very  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  cleanliness. 

In  spite  of  the  major  works  carried  out  on  the  reconstruction 
of  the  sewage  disposal  plant,  some  residents  in  the  town,  some  half  a 
mile  distant,  are  inconvenienced  by  the  effluent  from  the  plant. 
The  only  practicable  remedy  is  to  discharge  the  waste,  after  pre- 
liminary treatment,  into  the  town  sewer  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Urban  authority  will  consent  to  the  proposal. 


RATS  AND  MICE 

Regular  inspections,  surveys,  test  baitings  and  treatment  have 
been  carried  out  to  refuse  tips,  sewers,  etc.,  as  requested  by  the 
Ministry,  besides  which  dwelling  houses  have  been  treated  as  com- 
plaints have  been  received.  The  amount  of  work  involved  does  not 
justify  the  employment  of  a full-time  operative  and  past  experience 
has  shown  that  results  of  comprehensive  schemes  of  treatment  have 
been  largely  negatived  by  the  fact  that  there  are  400  farms  in  the 
district. 


REFUSE  TIPS 

The  5 refuse  tips  in  the  district  are  satisfactory.  During  the 
year  inconvenience  was  caused  to  householders  owing  to  outbreaks 
of  fire  and  works  were  carried  out  to  minimise  the  nuisance. 
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